HEARTS AND MINDS

BY Eriskoros CAIN

Welcome to the modern doy War zone.
Righf now, as | speok, a thousand battles are being
Woged for your submission and o||egiomce. Commanders
and po|iﬁcions have decided that the enemy is us and
that we are fo be boughf to heel, as soon as possilo|e.

No doubt some of you think I'm using hyperbde, or metaphor
to ilustrate an exqmp\e of our sociQHy fractured society an the
commodification of iden’rify. And while those cer’roin|y are prolo|ems,
anyone fhinking about those in relation to my rant Jroo|0>/ are wrong.
Righf now, you and | are quite |ifer0||y at war with at least one
government, nome|\/ that o? the USA.

Oh to be sure there won't be running battles with |igh’r im(onfry.
No airstrikes are going to be called in on your house, and I'm
reasonob|y cerfain you wont get carted away to Guantanomo
Boy, or any other black site that exists. But just because guns
aren't being loaded and blood isn't been spiH doesn't mean this
isnt a conflict.

You see, war isnt about the clash of armies on the battlefield
anymore. Hell its ba re|y even about ki”ing, except as an odverﬁsing
hook or a final solution for peop|e who refuse to stop being a pain
in the ass. No, warfare has moved Jrhrough the genﬂemon|y perio
of pﬁched battles and low casualties, blown apart by quo|eon
and per{ec’red in the s|oughferhouse of WWI. lts not even the
o|irer po|iﬁc0|| warfare that characterized the Cold War, marked
loy futile superpower conflict and strategies designed to bleed a
superpower by third world proxies, and on the other end of the

scale by terrorism.

No, warfare fodoy is about ﬂghﬁng on the psyc|’10|o ical and
narrative level. Its about capturing the mind, and shac |ing it to

the ogendg of the dgy, regord|ess of what that Qgendg may be.

The fhing is, you see, as warfare has become less and less about
artful strategy and less bound by codes of conduct - be Hwey
re|igious, cultural or |ego| ~ the real issue has not been arms,
|ogisﬁcs, infe”igence and skill, but about the sheer will to ﬂghjr.
hoever goes on ﬁgh’ring the |ongesf, whoever is WiHing to do
what it takes fo persuode the other side to accept their interests,
whoever is able to eﬁ(ecﬁvdy frame the Qgendo in a cerfain
manner, is the winner in the modern world. You can even suffer
strategic setbacks if your message and will is powen(u| enough

Arnd of course, if you accept this as essenﬁQ”y frue, brooo”y
speaking, then |ogico||y you come tfo the prob|em being peop\e
who wont get the fuck on with the message. The enemy ceases fo
be those \/\/?”\O threaten certain strategic a liances, deposifs of raw
materials and the lives of the citizenry. No, the enemy becomes
anyone who undermines that message and so weakens that will
to resolve the conflict - and that person can be anyone, even your
own citizenry.

Back in the o|oy, ’rhey used to call this PsyOps. It used fo on|y be a
wartime enferprise. Dropping leaflets over enemy cities and Jrroop
formations. Doing pirafe broadcasts using exiles and friendlies from
the nation you are at war with to convince them of Widespread
resentment towards the government. Smear and ridicule important
po|iﬁco| and mi|i’rory leaders in any way possib|e.




Like-| said, it used fo be on|\/ a wartime entferprise. But now,
thanks fo the Cold War terrorism, carried to its conclusion b\/ the
lkes of Al-Qaeda and Hezbollah, the difference between peace
and war on|y exists in a |eg0| sense. The po+enﬁo||y endless war on
terror means ocfuo”y endless psycho|ogico| operations - carried out
against not just the enemy, but the civiian population at home as
well. The media has to hcmg the enemy with words and discourses
and jusﬁficaﬁons before the mi|ifory can do it in fact.

Nowodoys, PsyOps is on|y one part of a much broader school,
known as Information Operoﬁons. Do you operate a b|og, report
on the fgihng and lies and crimes of your counfry? Then you are
are, Qccording to this world-view, engaging in warfare against
the state. But its not just about information per se. You have fo
think about this mucL more brooo”y. For exomp|e, protfests. A
profest is not just a profest. It never can be. Its an expression
of low irﬁensify conflict re|\/ing on moral discourses and popu|c1r
expression of dissidence, aimed at bringing about a |oo|iﬁ<:o|fmi|i+0ry
confrontation.

Ano| just where do you think some’rhing like
OPERATION MINDFUCK  fits into this

sysfem of ideas?

Since many of us tend to think of O: MF as a way of menfo”y
shoking peop|e up, getting them fo question their assumptions,
physico“y deconsjrruc’ring the popu|or discourses of the doy, strippin
away the bare truth hidden beneath self-servin plaﬁ’rudes...weﬁ
in that case, it is nofhing more than a direct C?”IO”@I’]Q@ to state
power.

ThoJr may dishearten some of you. But the simp|e truth is, thinkin

for yourseh(, and then communicating those thoughts to others, will
O|w0ys be seen that way, so |ong as this world-view dominates.
You may as well get used to it, because unless you decide to

never share your views, or have a frontal |obofomy, you WI“

almost Cerfoin|y do somefhing that could be
considered an act of war.

I]f you get reo”\/ gooo| at it, you may even end up in a real
domestic war - as the crazy elements of the Jrhuggish far righf,
security services and corporate sponsored smear feams conspire to
make your life hell ’rhrough intimidation, surveillance and character
assassination.

To be honest, once you realize that you are in the war, a certain
clarity accompanies that knowledge. You can now diagnose this
uneasy {eehng all of the above has been creating. You know what
it is now, the nature of the Beast is discerned and laid bare. Once
you know what the prob|em is, you can setf about o|eou|ing with it.
Few Jrhings are insurmountable, once you understand their purpose
and confext.

Unfor+una+e|y, you have litfle choice about this. The line has
0|reao|y been drawn in the sand, and you're on the wrong side.
W hat lﬁoppens next is a matter of |oo|icy, insanity, persono| whim
and p|O|in old bad luck. Because you're not quite the erpefuo|
pain in the ass that, say, Al-Qaeda is, you won't be @cing the
guns. You can be drowned out |oy voices of chrfrighf har ies,
mi|i’r0ry "experfsu who \juer hoppen‘ to be foking pay cheques wfr)om
the Pentagon and spineless journalists more content with attacking
those who search for the truth than po|iﬁcioms who hide it.

Tl’]ere is a spectrum of responses, if you will. I you do this, the
response will be that. And if you do somefhing else, the response
will differ in proportion. But like all Platonic constructs of reo1|ier,
there are gaps in the concep’ruo| definitions put forward. And it
is in such gaps that the game must be |o|oyeo| most eﬁecﬁvdy.
OPERATION MINDFUCK works best in areas where Jrhe\/ are
no response. So go beyonol b|ogging, or po|iﬁco1| protest, or pronks,
or sqboJrqge and mild acts of onfo|ogico| gueri”q warfare. Mix and
match, be innovative, experiment and pus|f1 the boundaries.

And remember, even ’rhough this s
a war, unconventional forces ou|woys
have the adva ntage over hierarchies.




