% ‘ TN &5 Psveryone in the United States [ikes to back up one of their political arguments with what
bl AN 7 Eg & would the Poum{ing Fathers do. And you know, ['ve heard it for the [ast time without

forming some pretty distinet ’([wugfl’w on the matter.
Raising the gflos‘w of the Founders to support your po[i‘[ica[ arqument is just f[ at out s’tupic{. Here's mflg:
I) Tfleg're frea[zing dead. Tﬁeg'oe all been dead for about 200 years. That means ‘[fleg're not around to R

a) see enougfl of the 91st century and the issues and the rationale behind the issues to even form a well

--—f mforme({ opinion on those issues, and B) ‘t[leg re not around to say, no dude, I wouldn't have said that at
= [[ Youre imposing your views on someone who wouldn't have even understood what your views are.
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2) Theyre not some monolithic group of men who all agreed on everything. What's the point of having a %E

representatioe repu[)[ic at all at that poin’[? Migfm‘( as well just appoint one of them supreme [eader for
[ife, i)[ ffleg all fflougflf the same. No, in fact ffleg had a hard time agreeing on angfﬁing. Wflg do you
think it took 80 some odd years and us sp[iHing in two and going to war with each other in order to get

rid of s[aoerg? Do you think everyone agree& on s[ averyin the 1780s5? Some of the nastiest pof itical
campaigns in the flis’(org of the United States were all fougfl’( Bg the Founders. Tfleg were jerfw, and ’tfleg

hated each other. Modern po[i‘[ica[ campaigns [ook [ike a tickle figfl‘t in comparison. Matter of fac‘[, in
order to get the Constitution written, f[leg all had to get drunk.

3) Tfleg're not gocfs. This isn't the frea[zin' Dominion on Star Trek. (Tflougfl a s['napesfli)[ﬁng Wasfling‘ton
who had to sl eepina bucket would be kinda cool ) Tﬁeg were men. Just because there's a mg’[flo[ogg

built around them doesn't mean f['neg were specia[, or that we should appea[ to their aufflorifg over our |
own abil ity to reason. You know. especia[ [g because f['neg're dead and would have no elue what to make
of ang‘tfling you and your Je[)a‘ting pariner are ’(a[[aing about i)t you fmppec{ in a time machine to get
them to c[arifg whose side ‘[Beg would choose.

4:) Older isn't necessari[g better. If you think it is. fee[ free to purcfmse a p[wnograpfl and a horse and
[)uggg. There's no such f[ling as the goocf old Jags or simp[er times. That's just nos’tafgia. And in this

case, it's nos’(a[gia for an era Before your grea‘(-gram{paren‘w were even born.

5) The Founders aren't necessari[g The Framers. The Founders are the upstarts who stirred up
rebellion and had the idea that the Colonies should be inc{epenc{en’t, semi-democratic. The Framers are
the ones who ({raf‘(e({ the Constitution because the Founders fucftec{ up the firs‘( system of government in
the United States. Let me repeat that- the Founders made a Big old mess that the Framers had to clean
up. Some of the Founders were also Framers, but not all Founders were Framers and not all Framers
were Founders. So the Framers were p[en‘tg aware that their new document was also pro()a[)[g f[ame&.
and made it possi[)[e to fix their mistakes as we went a[ong. So if there's angffling that we can be
reasonaug sure of what the Framers would think about modern c[ag po[iﬁcs is to [eave them out of it
and figure it out on our own, since we re supposed to have improoed the Constitution from the version

‘t[leg gave us. That's mfuj we haoe more than 10 amend ments.

So. who gives a shit what the Founders would think? Tfleg were [oofting up to us. S‘(op [ iving in the past
and start ’[flinf{ing about the present. If you cant support your po[ itical arqument without using

necromancy, then you don't acfua[[g haoe an arqument, and need a clueless gflosf to talk for you.
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