ON WINNING

- ANDY FYFE -

WHEN YOU'RE PLAYING A GAME AND YOUR
OPPONENTS CHEAT, YOU WILL PROBABLY LOSE
THE GAME IF YOU PLAY BY THE RULES.
YOU WON'T GET BONUS POINTS FOR TAKING
THE HIGH ROAD, YOU'LL JUST LOSE.

YOU WON'T IMPRESS ONLOOKERS WITH
YOUR DETERMINATION TO LOSE ACCORDING TO
THE RULES. YOU'LL JUST LOSE.

YOU WON'T WIN ANY VOTES BY CLAIMING A
MORAL VICTORY OVER THE PEOPLE WHO
CHEATED AND WON. YOU'LL JUST LOSE.

WHEN YOU LOSE ENOUGH, YOUR CHEATING
OPPONENTS WILL CHANGE THE RULES IN
THEIR FAVOR. THEY WILL CHANGE THE RULES
SO YOU ALWAYS LOSE.

| REALIZE THIS IS A CONTRADICTION OF MANY
OF OUR MOST CHERISHED CULTURAL MYTHS,
BUT IT'S STONE COLD REALITY. IT'S AN EASY
COP-OUT TO COCOON OURSELVES IN SELF-
RIGHTEOUS DEFEAT, TELLING OURSELVES
THAT IF WE JUST KEEP LOSING WITH OUR
HEADS HELD HIGH THAT EVENTUALLY
IT'LL BECOME A WIN. IT NEVER DOES.

WHEN THEY GO LOW, WE STOMP THEM INTO
THE FUCKING PAVEMENT, AND LET THEM WAIL
ABOUT OUR NON-REGULATION BOOTS.




