
Or maybe there's more than one person tending the fire, and 
they all have different motives. One guy is cooking dinner, 
another is drying out his clothing, and one bastard is building 
the fire up to fuck with the prisoners. Who deserve it, Because 
they must have done something to become prisoners in the 
first place, The bastards.

All of this ignores the fact that the shadows are real, in that 
they are the spaces on the cave wall that are not directly 
exposed to light from the fire. This would infer to the 
prisoners, if they'd stop beating up the guy that noticed the
fire, that they themselves are real, by virtue of having cast 
the shadows in the first place. But he's a heretic, and we know 
how to deal with heretics around here.

At no point does it occur to the prisoners to mash their 
manacles with rocks and exit the cave. They would in fact 
kill you for suggesting it, because the cave is a known space 
and outside the cave is unknown and frightening, and where 
would they get their shadows if they left, anyway?

Well, most of them. One guy might bravely leave the cave and 
then return to explain, but having watched the shadow of him 
leave, the prisoners are entertained and thus feel no need to 
take any further steps (the Apollo Program comes to mind).
since it's been done already and they’re waiting for the next 
big thing. Probably some loud guy with a fucked up hairdo 
that looks intriguing as hell when cast in shadow.

Plato's cave is, as many of you know, a thought experiment put 
forth by Plato, in which several prisoners are shackled in a 
cave with a fire behind them. The fire casts shadows on the 
wall and, since the prisoners have their backs to the fire, all 
they see is the shadows. Which they take to be reality.

But then one day, one of the prisoners sees the fire for some 
reason. Perhaps his shackles rusted away, who knows. Anyway, 
he sees the fire and immediately concludes that the shadows 
are an illusion. and that the principles that underpin his sense 
of reality are false. A number of things happen. One, he tells 
his fellow prisoners his discovery. Some of them mock him for 
his insane belief that the shadows are false. some declare that 
he is a heretic for claiming they are false, and some sign on 
and begin worshiping the fire. Some even decide that the fire 
is a conspiracy, lit and tended by those that want to mire the 
prisoners in illusion for vague yet nefarious reasons 
(this is where we get Ron Paul voters).

And they could be right. Or maybe the fire was lit by a totally 
unrelated guy, who's just trying to cook his dinner or stay 
warm or do one of the other things that require fire.
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