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Stupidity  is the state  
in which you refuse, for whatever reason, to think.  
A person with a big brain that won't use it has no 
advantage over a person with limited cognitive 
abilities.  Look at the po'buckers out hollering praise 
for Trump or putting on angry town-hall face at a 
teabagger rally; when you refuse to question your 
own assumptions, then that freak is your equal.  The 
fact that he is your equal because you are slacking 
rather than him being smart is irrelevant, from a 
results point of view.

The thing that makes most smart people stupid 
is arrogance.  When you begin to think that the 
fact that you are smart implies that you are the 
smartest or even the only smart person around 
you, congratulations, you are now an extra in the 
movie deliverance.  Likewise, when you decide that 
your solution to a problem is superior to any other 
solution by virtue of the fact that you thought 
of it means that you are a DUMBASS.  Usually that 
isn't a conscious process...When an alternate idea 
is explained to you, you listen with the intent to 
sabotage it or pick it apart to defend your own 
cherished notion.

The people - in my own experience - that are most 
susceptible to this trap are those with profess-
ional standing.  Doctors, engineers, narrow-field 
tradesmen, and teachers at higher education levels 
are in fact the most obvious examples (though 
it is of course not universal in those fields).   

You have to be careful with this, as a doctor that has 
become stupid can be worse than no medical care at 
all.  Less visibly, a stupid engineer or tradesman can 
also be a threat to life and limb.  Worst of all, an 
instructor that has allowed themselves to become 
stupid is contagious.

Oddly enough, lawyers seem to be less likely to 
fall into this trap, mostly because they are natural 
schemers and have no time for that sort of thing.  
Their arrogance is instead reflected by their almost-
universal poor taste.    Anyone who has ever seen 
how a lawyer dresses while on vacation will know 
precisely what I mean.

There is no universally-applicable solution to this.  
Each person has to find their own way to not be 
stupid.  Personally, I always assume there is some 
data that I do not have, and I go into a solution 
assuming that it is fatally flawed.  Then I try to find 
the flaw.  When I am listening to someone else's 
solution, I trick my own ego by asking "what part 
of what they are describing can usefully modify my 
plan?  Asking that means I have to LISTEN to their 
idea for what it IS, at which point I often find that 
their idea was better as a whole...And if not, then 
there's one avenue that can be closed off.  But the 
plain fact is that I did in fact listen.  I accepted data 
contrary to my own personally-cherished idea.

Of course, this works far better in theory than in 
practice, at least at first. 

~ Doktor Howl  
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